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Honors News
March 1995
brought to you by

the Center for Academic Excellence

Comments from the Chair ...
If someone were to ask you what
distinguishes a mediocre honors program from an excellent one, my guess
would be that we would give a rather
astonishing list of responses. But at the
same time, I also suspect that sooner or
later we would all mention the ability
and determination of the students , the
involvement of the faculty, the diversity
and quality of courses available in the
program, and perhaps even the administrative leadership. All of these are certainly crucial, but, if forced to pick the
most important, I am inclined to choose
the students.
We all know that if students
do not enroll in classes, the classes are
canceled. Similarly, no class can succeed if the students in it , for any of a
variety of reasons, decide not to engage actively and intellectually in that
class. No matter how energetic, knowledgeable or whatever the faculty might
be, such a class might as well have been
canceled . My point is not to suggest
that the burden of a good or bad class
rests solely on students. We all

know better than that . What I am suggesting is that students are often the key to the
quality of an honors program.
I believe, for example, that students in the University Honors Program at
Marshall need to be the program's ambassadors and its biggest and most vocal supporters and advocates . This brings me to
the real point. By April I, 1995 faculty
interested in offering Honors courses in the
Spring 1996 semester must submit a course
proposal to the Honors office. Now is an
excellent time for you to approach faculty
who you believe should be teaching in the
Honors Program and ask them to offer a
course that you would like to take. Surely,
we have all taken classes that have excited
us to want to know more about the material
and been frustrated that time constraints or
other factors have prohibited the faculty
from exploring issues that interested us.
Certainly, ·we have also had courses from
first rate faculty who would teach wonderful Honors courses. Why not ask them to
do it?
All of us-students, faculty and
the administrative leadership-must work

to promote, expand and improve tho Honors Program. One ofthe most crucial ways
to accomplish those objectives is to have
the best faculty at Marshall actively involved in teaching in the Honors Program .
Quite simply, the Honors Program needs
you to t~ke an active role in talking to your
favorite faculty members about the Honors
Program and in encouraging them to participate in the Honors Program.

Bob Sawrey, Chair
Honors Council
ph: 696-6405
VAX: SAWREY@MARSHALL.EDU
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the Marshall Artists Series

International Films
SpringFihns, weekofMarch 17-23, 1995
Like Water for Chocolate
The Remains of the Day
Strictly Ballroom
In the Name of the Father
Germinal
Indochine
Thursday, April 20
Roberta Peters--the Baxter Series

The Marshall Artists ·series is presented to the community and
university to culturally enrich Marshall University students and
community members. The largest presenter of the professional performing arts in the area, the MAS brings us events such as Guys and
Dolls, Art Garfunkel, The Russian National Orchestra, and the Start
ofthe New York City Ballet.
This is your opportunity to find out what the MAS is all about. Come as
you are and have a great time. Tickets go quickly, so be sure to get your
tickets in advance.

Full-time Marshall students with an MUID may receive one free ticket to each Artists Seies event begining three weeks prior to
each show. Students may buy one guest ticket at half-price, and they must acompany the guest to the show. Faculty and staff may purchase
up to two tickets at half-price to every event. There is a I 0% discount for groups of IO or more.

SCHOLARSHIPS!!!
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Marshan University
Center for Academic Excellence
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University Honors Program ____.
.__
SUMMER STUDY
SCHOLARSIDP:

ABROAD

A $1000 scholarship towards the cost of participation in a recognized program of study abroad .
Eligibility: Enrollment in an Honors course as of
February 19, 1995.
Deadline: March 15, 1995

SUMMER STUDY U.S.A:
A $500 scholar.ship towards the cost of participation ina recognized USA Program.
Eligibility: EnrollmentinanHonorscourseasof
February22, 1995.
Deadline: March 15, 1995

Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Predoctoral Fellowships in Biological Sciences
CONDITIONS OFELIGIBIT.,ITY: Predoctoral
Fellowships in Biological Sciences are intended
for students at or near the beginning of their
graduate study toward aPh.D or Sc.D. degree in
the designated fields.
Deadlines vary.

Erma Byrd Scholars Program
Six West Virginiastudeniswill receive this scholarship each year. This scholarship will be awarded
eachyeartostudentsfromeachofWcstVirginia's
three congressional districts.
Scholarships are renewable if the students maintain 3.5 grade point averages in their Marshall
work.
The scholarships will be awarded on the basis of
academic achievement and potential for contribution to the state's future.
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COUNCIL DEFINES "HONORS STUDENT"

At its last meeting ofthe Fall 1994 semester the Honors Council developed
the following definition of an Honors student:
Effective in the Fall 1995 to be considered an Honors student at
Marshall University, a student must have a 3. 3 overall GP A and be
taking or have taken an Honors course. Students entering Marshall
University will be considered an Honors student if they have an
ACT score of 26 and a high school GP A of 3. 5.

.• .............................................. .
Students who fulfill these requirements are eligible for all benefits available in the
; Universi:tY Honors ProQ'I"am.
·
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WHAT'S A MEHA ???

Darned ifl know! But it is an acronym for Mid-East Honors Association,
which.is the regional honors group to which the University Honors Program at
Marshall belongs. On March 31, April 1and 2, 1995 in Columbus, Ohio, MERA will
be holding its annual meeting with the theme "Cruising the Information Superhighway." MU Honors students interested in learning more about the information
superhighway, hearing about honors programs on other campus, meeting other honors
students and/orparticipating in honors activities at a regional level should contact Mrs.
Woodward or Dr. Sawrey as soon as possible. We have some funds available to pay
expenses for a limited number of students to attend this meeting. Deadline for
registration is MARCH IO!

-··············································
Marshall Unh-~ersity Honors Students Association (MUHSA)
Well, it seems as though the MUHSA lost steam over the Winter Break.
We're presently waiting for the Constitution's completion, at which time, we will meet
to discuss and vote on the constitution, as well as discuss elections this spring. This
meeting will be held March 16, 1995 at 6PM in the CAE. The two elected consuls
will be in charge of the MUHSA, and they will also be our representatives on the
Honors Council. As well, a student shall be chosen from the available Honors
Courses to represent students on the Council.
If you have any ideas or concerns, please contact Dr. Sawrey (6405,
SAWREY@marshall.edu) or Malinda Wilson (3407, WILSON26@muvms6) .
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Phi Eta Sigma
Eligible students are invited to
join the Marshall University Chapter of Phi
Eta Sigma National Honor Society.
Phi Eta Sigma honors achievement in the first year of college. The
organization's goal is to encourage and
reward academic excellence among freshmen in institutions of higher learning.
All men and women who, as full
time students, have a cumulative grade
point average of at least 3 .5 at the close of
any curricular period during their first year
of college are eligible to join.

One-time dues for lifetime local and national
membership are $25.00. Once a student has
been declared eligible to join Phi Eta Sigma,
he or she is always eligible.
Dues cover the cost of the membership key, certificate, national magazine and
induction banquet. Phi Eta Sigma members
may apply for undergraduate and graduate
scholarships, awarded nationally each Spring.
The local chapter plans social and service
activities in which members are encouraged to
become involved.
Qualifying first-year students are
notified and sent applications for membership
each January. Because freshman status is determined by hours earned, first-year stu-

dents to college with advanced placement credits may not appear on the computer generated "tapping list."
Any student who believes he or
she may be eligible for Phi Eta Sigma (i.e.,
attained at least a 3.5 Cumulative GPA as a
full-time student during either the Spring or
Fall semester of the first year of college at
Marshall Unviersity, since Fall 1990) should
contact Linda Rowe, Chapter Advisor.
Linda's office is in 109 Old Main and the
telephone number is 696-2495. To be inducted this Spring, the chapter requests that
all membership registrations be completed
and paid for by February 15, 1995 .

